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(3 woman ! woman ! when to ill thy rriirid 
Is bent, all hell contains no foulrr fiend. Pope s Odyffey i 
FIERCE, adj. [far, French; ferox, Latin.] 

1. Savage; ravenous; caiily enraged. 

Thou hunted me as a fierce iion. job* 

2. Vehement in rage ; eager of mifehief. 

Deftrudion enters in the treacherous wood* 

And vengeful (laughter, fierce for human blood. Pope. 
Tyrants fierce, that unrelenting die Pope. 

With that the god. whofe earthquakes rock the ground, 
pierce to Phceacia croft the vaft profound. Popes Od.Jfey. 

3. Violent; outrageous 

Curfed be their anger, for it was fierce ; and their wrath, 
for it was cruel. ^*en. xlix. 7. 

4. Pafiionate ; angry ; furious. 

This fierce abridgment 
Hath to it circumftantial branches, which 
Diftindion fhould be rich in _ Shakefpeare s Cyntbehne. 

A man brings his mind to be pofitive and fierce for politions 
v whofe evidence he has never examined. Locke. 

5. Strong; forcible. 

The (hips, though fo great, are driven of fierce winds ; 
yet are they turned about with a very (mall helm. Ja. iii. 2 . 
Fiercely, adv. [from -fierce ] Violently ; furioufly. 

Battle join’d, and both fules fierce] fought. Shak. H. VI. 
The defendants, fiercely aflailed by their enemies before, 
and beaten with the great ordnance behind, were grievoufly 
dift relied. Knolles's Hijiory of the Turks. 

The air, if very cold, irritateth the flame, and maketh it 
burn more fiercely, as fire fcorcheth in frofty weather, and fo 
furthered! the confumption. Bacon's Natural Hijiory. 

Fierceness. n.f [from fierce.] 

1. Ferocity ; favagenefs. . ^ . 

The fame defed of heat which gives a fiercenefs to our 
natures, may contribute to that roughnefs of our language. 

Swift's Letter to the Lord High Treafurer. 

2. Eagernefs for blood ; fury. 

Suddenly there came out of a wood a monftrous lion, with 
a (he-bear not far from him, of little lefs fiercenefs. Sidney . 

3. Quicknefs to attack; keennefs in anger and refentment. 

The Greeks are flrong, and fkilful to their ftrength. 
Fierce to their (kill, and to their fiercenefs valiant. Shake/. 

4. Violence; outrageous paflion. 

His pride and brutal fiercenefs I abhor ; 

But fcorn your mean fufpicions of me more. Dryd. Aureng. 
Fierifa'cias. [In law.] A judicial writ, that lies at all 
times within the year and day, for him that has recovered in 
an adion of debt or damages, to the fheriff, to command 
him to levy the debt, or the damages of his goods, againft 
whom the recovery was had. Cowel. 

Fi'eriness. n.fi [from fiery.] 

1. Hot qualities ; heat; acrimony. < . 

The afhes, by their heat, their fierinefs , and their drynefs, 
belong to the element of earth. Boyle. 

2. Heat of temper ; intelledual ardour. 

The Italians, notwithftanding their natural fierinefs of tem- 
per, affed always to appear fober and fedate. Aduijon. 

Fi'ery. adj. [from fire.] 

1. Confifting of fire. 

Scarcely had Phoebus in the gloomy Eaft 
Yet harneded his fiery footed team, 

Nc rear’d above the earth his flaming creft, 

When the laft deadly fmoak aloft did fteam. Fairy Queen. 

I know, thou’dft rather 

Follow thine enemy in a fiery gulph • 

Than flatter him in a bower. Shakefpeare s Coriolanus . 

2. Hot like fire. 

Hath thy fiery heart fo parcht thy entrails. 

That not a tear can fall for Rutland’s death ? Shak. H. vl. 

3. Vehement; ardent; adiive. 

Then fiery expedition be my wing, ■ TTT 

Jove’s Mercury, and herald for a king. Shake]. Rich. 111 . 

I drew this gallant head of war. 

And cull’d thef t fiery fpirits from the world. 

To outlook conqueft, and to win renown 

Ev’n in the jaws of danger and of death. Shake], A. John. 

4. Faflionate; outrageous; eafily provoked. 

You know the fiery quality of the duke ; 

How unremoveable, and fixt he is , 

In his own courfe. Shakefpeare s King Lear. 

e. Unreftrained ; fierce., 

Then, as I faid, the duke, great Bolingbroke, 

Mounted upon a hot and fiery fteed. 

Which his afpiring rider feem’d to know, 

With flow but {lately pace kept on his, courfe. Shak. R. II- 
Through Elis and the Grecian towns he flew; 

Th’ audacious wretch four fiery courfers drew. Drydeq, 

6. Heated by fire. , 

The fword which is made fiery doth not only cut, by rea- 

fon of the fharpnefs which limply it hath, but alfo burn by 
means of that heat which it hath from fire. Hooker, b. v. 54. 
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See ! from the brake the whirring pheafant fprings, 

And mounts exulting on triumphant wings : 

Short is his joy ; he feels theory wound. 

Flutters in blood, and panting beats the ground. Pcf t . 
Fife. n.fi. [. fifre ; French.] A pipe blown to the drum; mi- 
litary wind-mufick. 

Farewell the plumed troops, and the big war 
That make ambition virtue ! oh farewell ! 

Farewell the neighing deed and the fhrill trump, 

The fpirit-ftii ring drum, th’ ear-piercing fife. ShaE Othello. 

Thus the gay vidim, with frefh garlands crown’d. 

Pleas’d with the facred fife's enlivening found, 

Through gazing crowds in folemd 1 ftate proceeds. Phillips. 
Fi'fteen. adj. [ py pry ne, Saxon.] Five and ten. 

I have dreamed and flept above fome fifteen years and 
more> Shakefpeare' s Taming of the Shrew. 

Fifteenth, adj. [pipreo^a, Sax ] The ordinal of fifteen; 
the fifth after the tenth. 

A fifteenth part of filver incorporate with gold, will not be 
recovered by any water of reparation, except you put a greater 
quanty of filver to draw up the lefs. Bacon's Natural Hi/lory. 

London fends but four burgefles to parliament, although 
it bear the fifteenth part of the charge of the whole nation in 
all publick taxes and levies. Gr aunt's Bills of Mortality. 

FIFTH, adj. [ pipta, Saxon.] 

1. The ordinal of five; the next to the fourth. 

With fmiling afped you ferenely move, 

In your fifth orb, and rule the realm of love. Dryden . 

Juft as I wifh’d, the lots were call on four, 

Myfelf the fifth. Pope's Odyffey , b ix. 

2. All the ordinals are taken elliptically for the part which they 
exprefs: a fifth, a fifth part; &■ third, a third part. 

The publick {hall have loft four fifths of its annual income 
for ever. Swift. 

Fi'fthly. adv. [from fifth.] In the fifth place. 

Fifthly , living creatures have a more exad figure than 
plants. Bacon's Natural Hijiory, N°. 607, 

Fiftieth, adj. [ pipteojoJja, Saxon.] The ordinal of fifty. 
If this medium be rarer within the fun’s body than at its 
furface, and rarer there than at the hundred part of an inch 
from its body, and rarer there than at the fiftieth part of an 
inch from its body, and rarer there than at the orb of Saturn, 
I fee no reafon why the increafe of denfity fhould ftpp; any 
where. Newton's Opt 

Fi'fty. adj. [piptij, Saxon.] Five tens. 

A wither’d hermit, five fcore Winters worn. 

Might (hake of! fifty looking in her eye. Shakefpeare, 
Judas ordained captains over thoufands, hundreds, fifties, 
and tens. . 1 Mac. Hi. 55. 

The breadth of the ark fhall be fifty cubits. Gen. vi. 15. 


In the Hebrew there is a particle confifting but of one let- 
ter, of which there are reckoned up above fifty feveral figni- 
fications. Locke. 

FIG. n.f. [ficus, Latin; figo, Spanifh; figtte , French.] 

1. A tree that bears figs. 

The characters are : the flowers, which are always inclofed 
in the middle of the fruit, confift of the leaf, and are male 
and female in the fame fruit: the male flowers are fituated 
towards the crown of the fruit ; and the female, growing 
near the ftalk, are fucceeded by fmall hard feeds : the intire 
fruit is, for the moft part, turbinated and globular, or of an 
oval fhape, is flefhy, and of a fweet tafte. Miller . 

Full on its crown a fig's green branches rife, 

And fhoot a leafy foreft to the Ikies. Pope's Odyffey, b. xii. 

Or lead me through the maze. 

Embowering endlefs of the Indian fig. Thomfon's Summer . 

2. A lufeious foft fruit; the fruit of the figtree. 

It maketh figs better, if a figtree, when it beginneth to 
put forth leaves, have his top cut off. Bacon's Fat. Hi/lory. 
Figs are great fubduers of acrimony. Arbuthnot on Diet. 

To Fig. v. a. [SeeF.CO.] 

1. To infult with fico’s or contemptuous motions of the fingers. 

When Piftol lies, do this, and fig me like 
The bragging Spaniard. Shakefpeare' s HenrylV. 

2 . To put fomething ufelefs into one’s head. Low cant. 

Away to the fow fhe goes, and figs her in the crown with 
another ftory. L'EJlrange . 

Fi'gapple. n.f. A fruit. 

A figapple hath no core or kernel, in thefe refembhng ti fg, 
and differing from other apples. Mortimer's Husbandry. 

Fi'gmarigoi.d. n. f. A plant. It is fucculent, and has the ap- 
pearance of houfeleek : the leaves grow oppofite by pairs. Mill . 

To FIGHT, v. n. preter. fought part. paff. fought, [jreohran, 
Saxon.] 

1. To contend in battle; to war ; to make war; to battle; to 
contend in arms. It is ufed both of armies and fingle com- 
batants. 

King Henry, be thy title right or wrong, 

Lord Clifford vows to fight in thy defence. Shak. Hen . v L 
Fierce fiery warriors fight upon the clouds 
In ranks and fquadrons, and right form of war. Shakejp. 
The common queftion is, if we muft now furrender Spam, 

.what 
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what have we been fighting for all this while ? The anfwer is 
ready : we have been fighting for the ruin of the publick in- 
tereft, and the advancement of a private. Swift. 

For her confederate nations fought, and kings were {lain, 
Troy was o’erthrown, and a whole empire fell. Phillips. 

2 . To combat ; to duel ; to contend in fingle fight. 

One (hall undertake to fight againft another. 2 Efdr. xiii. 

The poor wren, 

The moft diminutive of birds, will fight. 

The young ones in her neft, againft the owl. Shakefi Macb. 

3. To ad as a foldier in any cafe. 

Richard, that rohb’d the lion of his heart, 

And fought the holy wars in Paleftine, 

By this brave duke came early to his grave. Shak. K. John. 

Greatly unfortunate, he fights the caufe 
Of honour, virtue, liberty and Rome. Add fin' s Cato. 

4. It has with before the perfon oppofed. 

5. To contend. 

The hot and cold, the dry and humid fight. Sandys. 

To Fight, v. a. To war againft ; to combat againft. 

Himfelf alone, an equal match he boafts. 

To fight the Phrygian and the Aufonian hofts. Dryd. JF.n. 

Fight, n.f [from the verb.] 

1. Battle. 

2. Combat; duel. 

Herilus in fingle fight I flew, 

Whom with three lives Feronia did endue ; 

And thrice I fent him to the Stygian fhore, 

’Till the laft ebbing foul return’d no more. Dryden' s /En. 

3. Something to fereen the combatants in fhips. 

Fi'ghter. n.f. [from fight.] Witrriour; duellift. 

I will return again into the houfe, and defire fome conduct 
of the lady: I am no fighter. Shakefpeare' s Twelfth Night. 

O, ’tis the coldeft youth upon a charge. 

The moft deliberate fighter ! Dr) den's All for Love. 

FFghting. participial adj. [from fight.] 

1. Qualified for war ; fit for battle. 

An hoft of fighting men went out to war by bands. 2 Chro. 

2. Occupied by war ; being the feene of war. 

In fighting fields, as far the fpear I throw 
As flies the arrow from the well-drawn bow. Pope's OdyJJ. 

Fi'gment. n.f. [ figmentum , Latin.] An invention; a fic- 
tion ; the idea feigned. 

Upon the like grounds was raifed the figment of Briareus, 
who, dwelling in a city called Hecatonchiria, the fancies of 
thofe times affigned him an hundred hands. Brown's Vulg. Err. 

The moft frightful paffages, probably fo ftrange as to be 
hardly credible ; it carried rather an appearance of figment 
and invention, in thofe that handed down the memory of it, 
than of truth and reality. IVoodward's Natural Hijiory. 

Fi'gpecker. n.f [fig -anti peck.] A bird. 

Fi'gulate. adj. [from fgulus, Latin.] Made of potters 
clay. 

FIGURABLE. adj. [from figuro, Latin.] Capable of being 
brought to certain form, and retained in it. Thus lead is 
figurable , but not water. 

^ The differences of impreflible and not impreflible, figurable 
and not figurable, fciffible and not fciflible, are plebeian no- 
tions. Bacons Natural Hijiory. 

F igurabi'lity. n.f. [from figurable.] 'I he quality of bein» 

capable of a certain and liable form. 

Fi'gural. adj. [from figure] 

1. Reprefented by delineation. 

Incongruities have been committed by geographers in the 
figural refemblances of feveral regions. Browns fiulg. Err. 

2. Figural Numbers. Such numbers as do or may reprefent 
fome geometrical figure, in relation to which they are always 
confidered, and are either lineary, fuperficial, orfolid. Harris. 

Fi'gurate. adj. [ figuratus , Latin.] 

I. Of a certain and determinate form. 

Plants are all fgurate and determinate, which inanimate 
bodies are not ; for look how far the fpirit is able to fpread 
and continue itfelf, fo far goeth the fhape or figure, and then 


is determined. 


Bacon. 


2. Refembling any thing of a determinate form : as, figurate 
ftones retaining the forms of {hells in which they were formed 
by the deluge. 

3. Fi'gurate Counterpoint. [In mufick.] That wherein there 
is a mixture of difcords along with the concords. Harris 

5. Figurate Defiant. [In mufick.] That wherein difcords 
are concerned, as well, though not fo much, as concords* 
and may well be termed the ornament or rhetorical part of 
muhek, in regard that in this are introduced all the varieties 
ot points, figures, fyncopes, diverfities of meafures, and 
whatever elfe is capable of adorning the compofition. Harris 

Figuration, n.f. [figuratus, Latin.] 

1. Determination to a certain form. 

Neither doth the wind, as far as it carrieth a voice, with 
motion thereof confound any of the delicate and articulate 
figurations of the air in variety of words. Bacon's Nat, Hid 

2. 1 he att ot giving a certain form. 
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If motion be in a certain order, there followeth vivification 
and figuration in living creatures perfect. Bacon's Nat. Hijl. 

Figurative, adj. [ figuratf-ve , Fr. from figura, Latin.] 

1. Reprefenting fomething elfe ; typical; reprefefitative. 

This, they will fay, was figurative , and ferved by God’s 
appointment but for a time, to fhadow out the true everlaft-. 
ing glory of a more divine faniflity; where into Chrift being 
long fince entered, it feemeth that all thefe curious exornations 
fhould rather ceafe. Hooker, b.v.f. 15. 

2. Changed by rhetorical figures from the primitive meaning ; 
not literal. 

How often have we been railed at for underftanding words 
in a figurative fenfe, which cannot be literally underftood 
without overthrowing the plaineft evidence of fenfe and 
reafon. Stillingfieet' s Defi of Difi. on Rom. Idol. 

This is 2l figurative expreffion, where the words are ufed in 
a different fenfe from what they fignify in their firft ordinary 
intention. Rogers , Sermon 14. 

3. F'ull of figures; full of rhetorical exornations; full of 
changes from the original fenfe. 

Sublime fubjedls ought to be adorned with the fublimeft and 
with the moft figurative expreffions. Dryden' s Juvenal, Prcf. 

Figuratively, adj. [from figurative.] By a figure; in a 
fenfe different from that which words originally imply; not 
literally. 

1 he cuftom of the a£>oftIe \s figuratively to transfer to him- 
felf, in the firft perfon, what belongs to others. Hammond. 

The words are different, but the fenfe is ftill the fame; for 
therein are figuratively intended Uziah and Ezechias. Brown. 

Satyr is a kind of poetry in which human vices are repre- 
hended, partly dramatically, partly fimply ; but, for the moft 
part, figuratively and occultly. Dryden s Juvenal, Dedicat. 

FFGURE. n.fi [ figura , Latin.] 

1. The form of any thing as terminated by the outline. 

Flowers have all exquifite^r&ra-, and the flower numbers 
are chiefly five and four ; as in primrofes, briar-rofes, fingle 
muflerofes, fingle pinks and gilliflowers, &c. which have five 
leaves; lilies, flower-de-luces, borage, buglafs, &c. which 
have four leaves. Bacon's Natural Hijiory. 

Men find green clay that is foft as long as it is in the wa- 
ter, fo that one may print on it all kind of figures, and give it 
what fhape one pleafes. Boyle . 

. Figures are properly modifications of bodies ; for pure fpace 
is not any where terminated, nor can be: whether there be 
or be not body in it, it is uniformly continued. Locke. 

2. Shape ; form ; femblance. 

He hath borne himfelf beyond the promife of his age- 
doing in the figure of a lamb the feats of a lion. Shakefpeare. 

3. rerfon ; external form ; appearance graceful or inelegant, 

mean or grand. ° 

5 ^ blue German fhall the Tigris drink, 

E er I, forfaking gratitude and truth, 

Forget the figure of that godlike youth. Dryden' s Virgil 

I was charmed with the gracefulnefs of his figure and deli- 
very, as well as with his difeourfes. Addifon's Spectator. 

c n°r y& lire ' > or P er fon, in man or woman, gives credit 
at firft fight to the choice of either. ClarijTa 

4. Diftinguifhed appearance; eminence; remarkable charader’, 

v mle fortune favour’d, while his arms fupport 
rhe caufe, and rul’d the counfels of the court, 

I made fome figure there; nor was my name 

Obfcure, nor I without my {hare of fame. Dryden' s JEn. 

1 he fpeech, I believe, was not fo much defigned by the 
knight to inform the court, as to give him a figure in my eye, 
and keep up his credit in the country. Addifon's SjeSlator. 
Not a woman fhall be unexplained that makes a figure either 

Wheth a ’ ° r , a *; id0W - Jddifds Guardian. 

,° r | 10 , the y have < Iorie well to fet you up for 
making another kind of figure, time will witnefs. Add Jon 

bJ^Z princes made very ill figures upon the throne, who 

- h f Z t he favourit r es th e people. Addifon's Freeholder. 

S ^lthaNfe. ,maSei f ° mething f ° rmed in 

1 lie Icveral ftatnes, which feemed at a diftance to be made 
ht fnow ’ WCre nothin S elfe fonian 1 figures 

6. Representations in painting; perfons exhiWtefr/coloms^' 

In the principal figures of a piflure the painter is to em- 
ploy the f, news of his art; for in them confifts the prinZl 
beauty of his work. n T 

My favourite books and piQures fell ; uj'efnoy. 

Kindly throw in a little figure. 

And fet the price upon the bigger p • 

7. Arrangement; difpolition ; unification. ’ 

Nn, r ‘ °1 u l 7 llogifm is tlle P ro P er tllfpofition of the 
middle term with the parts of the queftion. IVatts's Lopi k 

8. A charader denoting a number. Rogta. 

Hearts, t° n gues, figures, feribes, bards, poets cannot 
Think, (peak, cart, write, ling, number 

He 5 ?T° iy n e h °‘T . Shake ft ear ‘'* Jnt. and Chop ,r n 

He that feeketh to be eminent amongft able men, h ith a 

great 






